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SENT DEPARTMENT I 3*r 1 , REPEATED INFORMATION 
237, BONN l62, BERLIN 85 

tass_sta.tement_on na.to'- and pravda article by\d, .' kram=1<n0v 
attacking joseph alsop appear part of cont i nl itngtsov+et „, 
effort to present peaceful posture to world, but may^also 
reflect some worry about extent to which west has mobilized 
its public opinion to support strong assertion its rights 
in berlin and about developing impasse. 

tass statement is notable for complete by-passing of nato 
statement on berlin as well as for new call for negotiations 
based on distorted reading of nato communique. initially, 
soviet press//ha$/ attacked nato statement for its firmness 
on berlin an© f 0r/ tts emphasis on rearmament. current 
tass statement alleges that at communique indicates that 
western powers "do not, as they did previously, make settlement 
of question of european security dependent on settlement of 
german question," and that on these grounds, if west is 
sincere, then "in opinion of leading soviet circles, , 
there will be no insuperable obstacles to successful resolution 
of these questions, or at least some of them." however, 
in embassy's understanding, nato communique did explicitly 
link two issues. soviets would therefore seem to ee anxious 
to show willingess to talk to west (though undoubtedly as 
previously within framework of soviet "security" schemes) 
but to make out as if west has taken initiative for such 
talks and thus to avoid appearing to be nervous about 
situation. at very least, soviets have now put themselves 
in domestic propaganda position to charge west at later 
date with retreat from supposed readiness to negotiation — 
european security after soviets allegedly sought to meet 3 
west halfway. ^ \ 

attack on alsop belabors him for suggesting that west ^e 
'■■ . prepared to go to war on berlin. article says "soviet^ 
^people understand of course that hysterical alsops do not 
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iEEK C TO U fALK ToMsk" §IN SjU^r™* ' ° US LEADERS STILL 
INSISTS THAT lIsS^HAS NO IN^OnVS^/^S' " KRAM ' N0V 

ATTEMPT OF AGGRESSORS RY ?nDrr C 5n S £UY G REBUFF T0 ANY 

OF SOCIALIST COUNTR I Is?" CE T ° F °' ST THE,R W,LL °N PEOPLES 

gSSsKPsSJ^SSpffi !^^M*> ?^ S ' GNED ™ 
NEGOTIATION ST LL FXIST 1 a TT? n S L S S 0W ' NG THAT CHANCES FOR 

"hysterical alsops" X from T E "o n n?'S^l? PARATING 

AVOIDING MORE EXTREME THRFATqn? or?i A T»??i; ICY AND BY 

TOR EXAMPLE, *S^% [ 2^£->£<2&g<\™ APPEARED., 
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